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questions and answers

Frequently Asked
Questions

What do the verbal questions test?
Verbal questions test your ability to:

I understand and analyze what you read
I recognize relationships between parts of a sentence

I establish relationships between pairs of words

What do the math questions test?

Mathematics questions test your ability to solve
problems involving:

I arithmetic
1 algebra
I geometry

A year of algebra and some geometry are sufficient to
answer SAT math questions.

How long is the SAT?

The SAT lasts three hours. It contains seven sepa-
rately timed sections that may appear in different
orders:

I Three verbal sections: two 30-minute sections and
one 15-minute section (78 questions: 19 sentence
completions; 19 analogies; 40 critical reading)

I Three math sections: two 30-minute sections and
one 15-minute section (60 questions: 35 five-choice;
15 quantitative comparisons; 10 student-produced
responses)

I One 30-minute equating section*: verbal or math

* The equating section does not count toward your final score.
It is used to try out new questions for future editions of the SAT
and to help make sure that your test scores are comparable to
scores on other editions.

Are all questions worth the same?

Yes. You get one point for each correct answer. You get
no points for questions you omit.You lose a fraction of
a point for each wrong answer, except on the student-
produced response questions in the math section. On
those questions, no points are deducted for wrong
answers.

Test-Taking Tips

Before the Test

1 m Know the test
directions for all six
question types. Use the
time you save to answer
questions.

4 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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2 m Get familiar
with the answer sheet.
It has four pages, and
you need to know what
answers go in which sec-
tion. Take a look at the
sample answer sheet on
page 31.

During the Test

3- Answer easy
questions first. You earn
just as many points for
easy questions as you do
for hard questions. The
easier questions are at the
beginning of the section
and the harder questions at
the end—except for Critical
Reading questions, which
are ordered according to
the logic and organization
of each passage.

4- Guess smart.
If you can rule out one or
more answer choices for
a multiple-choice question
as definitely wrong, your
chances of guessing the
right answer improve. For
math questions without
answer choices, fill
in your best guess; no
points are subtracted
for wrong answers as they
are in all other
question types.
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How are SAT scores reported?

You get two scores—one for the verbal sections and
one for the math sections. These scores range from 200
to 800, with 800 being the best score. When you get your
scores, you also get information that explains how you did
on each part of the test.

Preparing for
the SAT

What are the best ways to
practice for the SAT?

I Take the PSAT/NMSQT®.
I Take a practice SAT test (see page 30).
1 Visit the SAT Prep Center at www.collegeboard.com.

1 Go over the sample questions, test-taking tips, and
directions in this book.

Do coaching programs help?

There is no proven answer. Research that examined a wide
range of coaching programs—ifrom basic familiarization to
extensive instruction—suggests that:

I Most programs improve scores an average of about 10
points on verbal and about 1520 points on math.

I Longer programs (40 hours or so) can improve scores
an average of about 2540 points on verbal

and math combined, although additional benefits

get smaller as programs get longer.

Do SAT scores change without

coaching programs?

Yes. Students who take the SAT more than once
almost always earn different scores. The average
change between the spring of the junior year and the
fall of the senior year is an increase of 10-15 points on
verbal and 10-15 points on math. While the scores rise
or stay the same for nearly two-thirds of repeat test-
takers, some do decline. The main reasons why your
scores may increase are real academic growth and
practice taking the SAT.

What other test prep materials

help prepare you?

The best way to practice is to use real SAT questions
and tests. Here are College Board materials that

use both:

Software: One-on-One with the SAT®
Book: 10 Real SATs
Internet: SAT Prep Center at
www.collegeboard.com

(See page 2 for ordering and pricing information.)

Test-Taking Tips

5 = Omit questions
that you really have no
idea how to answer. But
if you can rule out any
choice, you probably should
guess from among the rest
of the choices.
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6 = Don’t panic if
you cannot answer every
question. You do not have
to answer every question
correctly to get a good
score. You can get an aver
age score by answering
about half of the questions
correctly and omitting the
remaining questions.

7 m Use your test
book for scratch work.
You can also cross off
choices you know are
wrong and mark questions
you have omitted so you
can go back to them if you
have time.

8 m Keep track of
time. If you finish a sec-
tion before time is called,
check your answers in that
section only.

Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test 5
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practice test questions

The verbal sections of the SAT contain three types of questions:

I analogies (19 questions)
I sentence completions (19 questions)
I critical reading (40 questions)

Note: Calculators may not be on your desk or be used
on the verbal sections of the SAT.

Analogies

Analogy questions measure your:

I knowledge of the meanings of words
I ability to see a relationship in a pair of words

I ability to recognize a similar or parallel relationship in
another pair of words

DIRECTIONS

Each question below consists of a related pair of
words or phrases, followed by five pairs of words or
phrases labeled A through E. Select the pair that best
expresses a relationship similar to that expressed in the
original pair.

Example:

CRUMB:BREAD::

(A) ounce:unit
(B) splinter:wood
(C) water:bucket
(D) twine:rope
(E) cream:butter
® ® O ®®

Analogy Tips

Answering Strategy

Think of the colon () and double colon (::) as shorthand for is
related to and as. For example: “CRUMB is related to BREAD
as is related to ." Follow the two
outlined steps to answer each analogy.

m Establish an exact relationship between the two
capitalized words before looking at the five answer choices.
Make up a short sentence or phrase that shows how the two
words in capital letters relate to each other. In the example
above, the relationship between CRUMB and BREAD can
best be stated as “a CRUMB is a very small piece of BREAD.”

m Determine which pair of words among the five
answer choices works best in the sentence that you made
up. Put each answer choice in the sentence you have estab-
lished and see if it fits.

I ounce, a very small piece of unit? No.

I splinter, a very small piece of wood? Yes, but
continue to look at the possibilities.

I water, a very small piece of bucket? No.
I twine, a very small piece of rope? No.
I cream, a very small piece of butter? No.

Correct answer: (B) / Difficulty level: Easy

SAmMPLE QUESTIONS

For each of the following:

I State the precise relationship between the
capitalized pair of words in a sentence.

I Decide which answer choice best fits the
sentence.

I Read the explanation provided.

1 m Be flexible.
Words can have more
than one meaning, and
pairs of words can have
more than one relationship.
If necessary, revise your
sentence expressing
the relationship until you
can identify a single
best answer.

6 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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2 = Do not look
for words that have
similar meanings. The
meanings of the words
are less important than
the relationship between
each pair of words.

3 m Look for parts
of speech to be used
consistently. The words
in the answer choices
should be used in the
same way as the words
in CAPITAL letters.

4 = Consider each
of the five choices
before you select your
answer. Eliminate choices
that you know are wrong.
Choose your answer from
those remaining.
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1. CLAY:POTTER::

(A) stone:sculptor

(B) machines:mechanic
(C) hems:tailor

(D) bricks:architect

(E) chalk:teacher

Explanation

One relationship between CLAY and POTTER can be stated
as “CLAY is what a POTTER works with.” But this relation-
ship allows for several possible answers and is therefore too
general: a sculptor works with stone, a mechanic works
with machines, a tailor works with hems, and so on. You
need a more precise relationship.

A sentence such as “CLAY is the material shaped by a
POTTER" allows only choice (A) as the correct answer. A
POTTER shapes CLAY to make something just as a
sculptor shapes stone to make something.

Correct answer: (A) / Difficulty level: Easy

2. DISLIKE:LOATHE::

(A) terrorize:fear

(B) admire:despise

(C) obscure:confuse
(D) annoy:infuriate

(E) order:obey

Explanation

Both DISLIKE and LOATHE have similar general meanings,
but they express different degrees of feeling: “To LOATHE is
to DISLIKE greatly.” Only choice (D) fits this relationship: “To
infuriate is to annoy greatly.”

If you don’t consider the precise meanings of the words in
this analogy, you might be tempted to select (C). In (C), obscure
and confuse have similar general meanings (like the capitalized
pair of words), but they are also similar in degree. Thus, it is not
true that “to confuse is to obscure greatly.”

Correct answer: (D) / Difficulty level: Medium

YouR TURN

Apply what you have learned to find the best answer to this
hard analogy:

3. CALLOW:MATURITY::

(A) avaricious:gain

(B) sympathetic:calamity
(C) naive:childishness
(D) tyrannical:dissent

(E) deceitful:honesty

m Write a clear, specific relationship between the
capitalized words here (check the dictionary if you are not
sure about the meaning of CALLOW):

00944-11016 » Taking the SAT | Reasoning Test.indd 7

m Now decide which pair of words among the five
choices works best in the sentence you made up and mark your
answer here:

ONONCNONG)

Explanation

The relationship between CALLOW and MATURITY
can be stated as “Someone who is CALLOW lacks
MATURITY.” If you answered (E), you are correct.
Someone who is deceitful lacks honesty. CALLOW
and MATURE refer to opposite human qualities; so do
deceitful and honest.

Here are the relationships in choices A-D:
I (A) Someone who is avaricious desires gain.

I (B) We are often sympathetic to those who experience
a calamity.

I (C) Someone who is naive (a word like CALLOW) may
demonstrate childishness.

I (D) Someone who is tyrannical does not permit dissent.

Correct Answer: (E) / Difficulty level: Hard

Sentence
Completions

Sentence Completion questions measure your:

I knowledge of the meanings of words

I ability to understand how the different parts of a
sentence fit logically together

DIRECTIONS

Each sentence below has one or two blanks, each blank
indicating that something has been omitted. Beneath
the sentence are five words or sets of words labeled

A through E. Choose the word or set of words that,
when inserted in the sentence, best fits the meaning of
the sentence as a whole.

Example:

Medieval kingdoms did not become
constitutional republics overnight; on the
contrary, the change was ------- .

(A) unpopular (B) unexpected (C) advantageous
(D) sufficient (E) gradual
® 0000 e
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Answering Strategy I You are told that the scientist is “usually reserved,” but that, at
To answer a sentence completion question, look at how the parts the press conference, she behaved “unexpectedly.”

of the sentence relate to one another. Then pick the choice that I The word that makes sense to fill in the blank must
best fits the logic of the sentence as a whole. mean the opposite of (or at least be very different from)
“reserved.”

In this example:
I Since “reserved” means restrained or uncommunicative,

the correct answer must be a word like frank or open or
outspoken.
I The second part begins with “on the contrary” and 1 Only (B), forthright, is a word with this kind of meaning.

describes the true nature of the change. I Read the entire sentence with forthright filled in to see
I The correct answer will be a word that describes a that it makes sense.

change that is “contrary” to an “overnight” change.

I Change that is unpopular, unexpected, advantageous,
or sufficient is not necessarily change that is slow.

I However, gradual change is “contrary” to “overnight”
change.

I The first part of the sentence says that the “kingdoms”
did not change “overnight.”

Correct answer: (B) / Difficulty level: Easy

2. With foolish parsimony, the new edition of the
book ------- the beautiful illustrations that so
------- the original edition.

(A) deletes..cluttered

(B) expands..popularized
(C) reproduces..graced
(D) omits..distinguished
(E) includes..blemished

Correct answer: (E) / Difficulty level: Easy

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

For each of the following sentence completions:

I Read the sentence.

I Decide which choice is correct. Explanation

One way to answer a sentence completion question
with two words missing is to focus first on one of the
two blanks. If one of the words in an answer choice is
logically wrong, then you can eliminate the entire choice
from consideration. Look at the second blank in the
example above.

I Read the explanation.

1. At a recent press conference, the usually reserved
biochemist was unexpectedly ------- in addressing
the ethical questions posed by her work.

(A) correct  (B) forthright (C) inarticulate

(D) retentive  (E) cautious I Would it make sense to say that beautiful illustrations

cluttered the original book? No, so (A) cannot be
the answer.

I Would beautiful illustrations have blemished the origi-
nal book? No, so (E) can be eliminated.

Explanation

Some sentence completions emphasize knowledge of vocab-
ulary. The logic of these sentences is straightforward. In this
example:

Sentence Completion Tips

1 m Read the sen-
tence carefully. You may
want to substitute the word
"blank” for each blank to get
an overall sense of the mean-
ing of the sentence. Figure
out how its parts relate to
each other.

8 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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2 = Pay attention to
the precise meanings of the
words in the sentence and
answer choices. Don't pick
an answer simply because
it is a popular expression
or “sounds good.”

3 m Note any key
transitional words in the
sentence. They tell you
how the parts of the sen-
tence relate to each other.
Some common transitional
words are but, although,
however, yet, even though,
because, therefore, as a
result, etc.

4 n Consider all the

answer choices. Don't
overlook a choice that
makes a better and more
logical sentence than
your choice does.

7/13/04 8:02:38 PM



I Now you can focus on the first blank in the sentence
and try to figure out whether (B), (C), or (D) is the
best answer.

I The beginning of the sentence refers to “foolish par-
simony” in the new edition of the book. Parsimony
suggests stinginess, an excessive reluctance to spend
money.

I Would it have been foolishly stingy to expand or to
reproduce the beautiful illustrations? No, so (B) and (C)
can be eliminated, and only (D) remains. Always check
your choice, however, by reading the entire sentence
with your answer filled in.

I Does it make sense to say “With foolish parsimony, the
new edition of the book omits the beautiful illustrations
that so distinguished the original edition?” Yes.

Correct answer: (D) / Difficulty level: Medium

YouRr TurN

Now try a difficult sentence completion question on your own.
Like hard analogies, hard sentence completions usually contain
challenging vocabulary.

3. There is no doubt that Larry is a genuine ------- :he
excels at telling stories that fascinate his listeners.

(A) braggart  (B) dilettante  (C) pilferer
(D) prevaricator  (E) raconteur

If you do not know the meaning of some of these
words, check them in the dictionary now, and mark
your answer here:

ONONCRORG)

Explanation

Some sentence completions contain a colon. This is a signal
that the words after the colon define or directly clarify what
came before. In this case, “he excels at telling stories that fas-
cinate his listeners” defines the word raconteur, choice (E).
None of the other words is directly defined by this clause.

I A braggart may or may not excel at telling stories and
may actually annoy listeners.

I A dilettante is someone who dabbles at a career or
hobby and so may not excel at anything.

I A pilferer steals repeatedly, in small quantities; this has
nothing to do with storytelling.

I A prevaricator tells lies, but not necessarily in an accom-
plished or fascinating way; and the sentence refers to
stories, not lies.

You should choose the word that best fits the meaning of the
sentence as a whole, and only choice (E) does so.

Correct answer: (E) / Difficulty level: Hard

00944-11016 * Taking the SAT | Reasoning Test.indd 9

Critical Reading

The critical reading questions on the SAT measure your
ability to read and think carefully about several different
reading passages ranging from 100 to about 850 words
long. Passages are taken from a variety of fields, including
the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences.
They vary in style and can include narrative, argumenta-
tive, and expository elements. Some selections consist of
a pair of related passages on a shared issue or theme that
you are asked to compare and contrast.

The following kinds of questions may be asked about a passage:

I Vocabulary in Context questions ask you to
determine the meanings of words from their
context in the reading passage.

I Literal Comprehension questions assess your under-
standing of significant information directly stated in
the passage.

I Extended Reasoning questions measure your abil-
ity to synthesize and analyze information as well as to
evaluate the assumptions made and the techniques used
by the author. Most of the critical reading questions fall
into this category. You may be asked to identify cause
and effect, make inferences, recognize implications, and
follow the logic of an argument.

Below are samples of the kind of reading passages and ques-
tions that may appear on your test. The first is a single long
passage, the next is a pair of related passages, and the last is a
short passage. For each set of sample materials:

I Read the text carefully.
I Decide on the best answer to each question.
I Read the explanation for the correct answer.

DIRECTIONS

The passages below are followed by questions based
on their content; questions following a pair of related
passages may also be based on the relationship
between the paired passages. Answer the questions on
the basis of what is stated or implied in the passages
and in any introductory material that may be provided.

The following passage is from a book written by a zoologist and pub-
lished in 1986.

The domestic cat is a contradiction. No other ani-
mal has developed such an intimate relationship with
humanity, while at the same time demanding and

Line getting such independent movement and action.

5  The cat manages to remain a tame animal because
of the sequence of its upbringing. By living both with
other cats (its mother and littermates) and with humans
(the family that has adopted it) during its infancy and
kittenhood, it becomes attached to and considers that it

10 belongs to both species. It is like a child that grows up
in a foreign country and as a consequence becomes

Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test 9
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bilingual. The young cat becomes bimental. It may be a
cat physically but mentally it is both feline and human.
Once it is fully adult, however, most of its responses are
feline ones, and it has only one major reaction to its
human owners. It treats them as pseudoparents. The
reason is that they took over from the real mother at a
sensitive stage of the kitten’s development and went on
giving it milk, solid food, and comfort as it grew up.

This is rather different from the kind of bond that
develops between human and dog. The dog sees its
human owners as pseudoparents, as does the cat. On
that score the process of attachment is similar. But the
dog has an additional link. Canine society is group-
organized; feline society is not. Dogs live in packs with
tightly controlled status relationships among the indi-
viduals. There are top dogs, middle dogs, and bottom
dogs; and under natural circumstances they move
around together, keeping tabs on one another the whole
time. So the adult pet dog sees its human family both
as pseudoparents and as the dominant members of the
pack, hence its renowned reputation for obedience and
its celebrated capacity for loyalty. Cats do have a com-
plex social organization, but they never hunt in packs.

In the wild, most of their day is spent in solitary stalk-
ing. Going for a walk with a human, therefore, has no
appeal for them. And as for “coming to heel” and
learning to “sit” and “stay,” they are simply not inter
ested. Such maneuvers have no meaning for them.

So the moment a cat manages to persuade a human
being to open a door (that most hated of human inven-
tions), it is off and away without a backward glance. As
it crosses the threshold, the cat becomes transformed.
The kitten-of-human brain is switched off and the
wildcat brain is clicked on. The dog, in such a situation,
may look back to see if its human packmate is follow-
ing to join in the fun of exploring, but not the cat. The
cat's mind has floated off into another, totally feline
world, where strange bipedal* primates have no place.

Because of this difference between domestic cats
and domestic dogs, cat-lovers tend to be rather different
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85

from dog-lovers. As a rule cat-lovers have a stronger
personality bias toward working alone, independent of
the larger group. Artists like cats; soldiers like dogs.

The much-auded “group loyalty” phenomenon is alien
to both cats and cat-lovers. If you are a company person,
a member of the gang, or a person picked for the squad,
the chances are that at home there is no cat curled up
in front of the fire. The ambitious Yuppie, the aspiring
politician, the professional athlete, these are not typical
cat-owners. It is hard to picture football players with
cats in their laps—much easier to envisage them taking
their dogs for walks.

Those who have studied cat-owners and dog-owners
as two distinct groups report that there is also a gender
bias. The majority of cat-lovers are female. This bias is
not surprising in view of the division of labor evident in
the development of human societies. Prehistoric males
became specialized as group-hunters, while the females
concentrated on food-gathering and childbearing. This
difference contributed to a human male “pack mental-
ity” that is far less marked in females. Wolves, the wild
ancestors of domestic dogs, also became pack-hunters,
so the modern dog has much more in common with the
human male than with the human female.

The argument will always go on—feline self-
sufficiency and individualism versus canine camarade-
rie and good fellowship. But it is important to stress
that in making a valid point | have caricatured the two
positions. In reality there are many people who enjoy
equally the company of both cats and dogs. And all of us,
or nearly all of us, have both feline and canine elements
in our personalities. We have moods when we want to
be alone and thoughtful, and other times when we
wish to be in the center of a crowded, noisy room.

*bipedal: having two feet

Critical Reading Tips

1 = Read each
passage thoughtfully
and follow the author’s
reasoning. Notice atti-
tude, tone, and general
style. Details in a passage
help you understand how
the author wants you to
feel or think. Introductions
and footnotes are included
to provide you with con-
text for the passages.

10 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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2 = You might want
to read the questions
before you read the pas-
sage so you get a sense
of what to look for. On
the other hand, you might
find this approach to be
a waste of time. Try both
methods when you take
the practice test to see
which works better for
you.

3 = Answer ques-
tions based on what is
stated or implied in
the passage(s).
Remember that an
answer choice can contain
a true statement and still
be the wrong answer.

4 n Read all of

the choices and make
certain the answer
you choose is the best
among the choices
given. Don't be misled
by choices that are only
partially correct.
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Following are three sample questions about this passage. In the
actual test, reading passages can be followed by as few as five
or as many as thirteen questions.

You may be asked to interpret specific pieces of information
presented in the passage.

1. The politician and athlete mentioned in lines 59-60
are presented primarily as examples of people who

(A) are powerful

(B) are intelligent

(C) are typical animal-lovers
(D) have strong personalities
(E) seek status within a group

Explanation

Politicians and athletes are mentioned in the part of the pas-
sage that argues that cat-lovers, like cats, tend to feel more
comfortable when alone and that dog-lovers, like dogs, tend
to feel more comfortable in groups. Politicians and athletes
are included as examples of dog-lovers, suggesting that they
are people who prefer a society that is group-oriented and
hierarchical, like that of canines.

1 (A), (B), and (D) are not correct because the author never
discusses canine or feline society in terms of how pow-
erful or intelligent cats and dogs are or how strong their
personalities are.

1 (C) is not correct because, although politicians and athletes
may indeed be “typical” dog-owners, the author’s primary
point is that all “animal-lovers” are not the same: cat-lovers
are generally different from dog-lovers.

I (E) is correct because it describes one aspect of both
canine society, as mentioned in lines 24—-33, and dog-
lovers in general, as discussed in lines 55—63.

Correct answer: (E) / Difficulty level: Medium

Some questions ask you to recognize the meaning of a word
as it is used in the context of the passage.

2. In line 79, “caricatured” means

(A) copied

(B) imitated
(C) distorted
(D) ridiculed
(E) criticized

Explanation

A caricature is an exaggerated or distorted representation
of someone or something. In the final paragraph, the author
admits having exaggerated the two positions for the sake of
making a point.

I Although (B) is one correct definition of “caricatured,” it is
an incorrect answer because, like (A), it does not indicate
that the author has exaggerated and distorted the charac-
teristics of cat-lovers and dog-lovers.
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I (D) and (E) may seem attractive because caricature is often
used to ridicule or criticize people. However, the
passage does not indicate that cat-lovers or dog-lovers
are being ridiculed or criticized in any way.

I Only (C) fits the meaning of the word as it is used in the
passage.

Correct answer: (C) / Difficulty level: Medium

Some questions require you to analyze information
in one part of the passage in terms of information
presented elsewhere.

3. The last four sentences in the passage (lines 78-85)
provide

(A) an example of the argument that has

been made earlier
(B) a summary of the points made earlier
(C) areason for the generalizations made earlier
(D) a modification of the position taken earlier
(E) a rebuttal to opposing views referred to earlier

Explanation

In lines 50—75, the author describes cat-lovers and dog-lovers
as if they were two distinct groups with no personality traits
in common. In lines 78—85, the author admits that such a
clear-cut distinction is not really possible.

I (A), (B), and (C) are not correct because they are inaccu-
rate descriptions of the conclusion of the
passage.

I (E) is incorrect because the author does not completely
deny the accuracy of statements made earlier in the pas-
sage but says only that they were an exaggeration of the
true situation.

I (D) is correct because it indicates that the author has
modified the statements made earlier.

Correct answer: (D) / Difficulty level: Medium

Related Pair of Passages

In Passage 1, the author presents his view of the early years of the
silent film industry. In-Passage 2, the author draws on her experi-
ences as a mime to generalize about her art. (A mime is a performer
who, without speaking, entertains through gesture, facial expression,
and movement.)

Passage 1
Talk to those people who first saw films when they
were silent, and they will tell you the experience was
magic. The silent film had extraordinary powers to
Line draw members of an audience into the story, and an
5 equally potent capacity to make their imaginations
work. It required the audience to become engaged—to
supply voices and sound effects. The audience was the
final, creative contributor to the process of making a film.
The finest films of the silent era depended on two
10 elements that we can seldom provide today—a large
and receptive audience and a well-orchestrated score.

Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test 1"
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For the audience, the fusion of picture and live music
added up to more than the sum of the respective parts.
The one word that sums up the attitude of the silent
15 filmmakers is enthusiasm, conveyed most strongly
before formulas took shape and when there was more
room for experimentation. This enthusiastic uncer
tainty often resulted in such accidental discoveries as
new camera or editing techniques. Some films experi-
20 mented with players; the 1915 film Regeneration, for
example, by using real gangsters and streetwalkers,
provided startling local color. Other films, particularly
those of Thomas Ince, provided tragic endings as often
as films by other companies supplied happy ones.
25 Unfortunately, the vast majority of silent films
survive today in inferior prints that no longer reflect
the care that the original technicians put into them.
The modern versions of silent films may appear jerky
and flickery, but the vast picture palaces did not attract
30 four to six thousand people a night by giving them eye
strain. A silent film depended on its visuals; as soon as you
degrade those, you lose elements that go far beyond the
image on the surface. The acting in silents was often very
subtle, very restrained, despite legends to the contrary.

Passage 2

35  Mime opens up a new world to the beholder, but it
does so insidiously, not by purposely injecting points
of interest in the manner of a tour guide. Audiences are
not unlike visitors to a foreign land who discover that
the modes, manners, and thought of its inhabitants are

40 not meaningless oddities, but are sensible in context.

| remember once when an audience seemed perplexed

at what | was doing. At first, | tried to gain a more imme-
diate response by using slight exaggerations. | soon
realized that these actions had nothing to do with the

45 audience’s understanding of the character. What | had
believed to be a failure of the audience to respond in the
manner | expected was, in fact, only their concentration
on what | was doing; they were enjoying a gradual awak-
ening—a slow transference of their understanding from

50 their own time and place to one that appeared so unex
pectedly before their eyes. This was evidenced by their
growing response to succeeding numbers.

Mime is an elusive art, as its expression is entirely

dependent on the ability of the performer to imagine a

55 character and to re-create that character for each perfor
mance. As a mime, | am a physical medium, the instrument
upon which the figures of my imagination play their dance
of life. The individuals in my audience also have responsi-
bilities—they must be alert collaborators. They cannot

60 sit back, mindlessly complacent, and wait to have their
emotions titillated by mesmeric musical sounds or visual
rhythms or acrobatic feats, or by words that tell them what
to think. Mime is an art that, paradoxically, appeals both to
those who respond instinctively to entertainment and to

65 those whose appreciation is more analytical and complex.
Between these extremes lie those audiences conditioned
to resist any collaboration with what is played before them;
and these the mime must seduce despite themselves.
There is only one way to attack those reluctant minds—take

70 them unaware! They will be delighted at an unexpected
pleasure.

12 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Following are three sample questions about this pair of
passages. In the actual test, paired passages are followed
by more than three questions. Some of the questions will
focus on one of the two passages, some on the other, and
some on both. All of the sample questions below focus on
the relationship between the paired passages, so you can
see what these kinds of questions are like.

4. Both passages are primarily concerned with the
subject of

(A) shocking special effects

(B) varied dramatic style

(C) visual elements in dramatic performances
(D) audience resistance to theatrical performances
(E) nostalgia for earlier forms of entertainment

Explanation

This question asks you to think about both of the passages.
You will have to figure out the main subject or focus of the
pair of passages, not simply recognize that the first passage is
about silent films and the second is about mime.

The discussion of silent films in Passage 1 is most direct-
ly concerned with the effectiveness of silent films for audi-
ences of that era. The discussion of a mime’s techniques in
Passage 2 is most directly concerned with factors that make
a mime performance effective for the audience. Thus, the
main subject of both passages is the way that a visual form
of entertainment affects an audience.

I You can eliminate (A) because shocking special effects
are not a main subject of either passage.

I Choice (E) is wrong because a tone of mild nostalgia
appears only in Passage 1; since this question asks
about the pair, the correct choice must be true for both
passages.

1 Although (B), varied dramatic styles (used by film per-
formers and by a mime), is an idea briefly touched upon
in both passages, it is not their primary subject.

I Even though both authors are making points about
the overall role of audiences in the performances, (D) is
incorrect because only Passage 2 addresses audience
resistance to theatrical performances.

I (C) is the correct answer because it refers to performanc-
es in a visual art form.

Correct answer: (C) / Difficulty level: Medium

5. The incident described in lines 41-52 shows the
author of Passage 2 to be similar to the silent
filmmakers of Passage 1 in the way she

(A) required very few props

(B) used subtle technical skills to convey
universal truths

(C) learned through trial and error

(D) combined narration with visual effects

(E) earned a loyal audience of followers
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Explanation

This question focuses on the particular situation that the
mime discusses in the second paragraph of Passage 2. The
question asks you to think about how this experience of the
mime is similar to the experiences of the silent filmmakers
described in Passage 1. Lines 41-52 show the mime changing
her performance when she realized that something was not
working as she expected it to.

Passage 1 mentions that silent filmmakers learned
through “experimentation” (line 17) and “accidental discover-
ies” (line 18). So, like the mime, these people learned through
trial and error, making (C) the best of the five choices. You
can eliminate the other answer choices because they don't
include traits both “described in lines 41-52" and shared
with “the silent filmmakers.”

I (A) is wrong because neither passage mentions props.

I (B) is wrong because Passage 1 doesn’t discuss
conveying universal truths.

I (D) is wrong because a mime performs without
narration.

I (E) is wrong because, while Passage 1 describes loyal
audiences, lines 41-52 do not.

Correct answer: (C) / Difficulty level: Hard

6. What additional information would reduce the
apparent similarity between these two art forms?

(A) Silent film audiences were also accustomed
to vaudeville and theatrical presentations.

(B) Silent film could show newsworthy events
as well as dramatic entertainment.

(C) Dialogue in the form of captions was
integrated into silent films.

(D) Theaters running silent films gave many
musicians steady jobs.

(E) Individual characters created for silent films
became famous in their own right.

Explanation

This question asks you to do two things. First, based on the
information in the passages, figure out an “apparent similari-
ty" between silent films and mime. Second, select an answer
choice with information that isn’t found in either passage
but that, if true, would make silent films and mime seem less
similar.

If you think about the art forms discussed in the two
passages, you should realize that neither uses speech. This
similarity is important. Choice (C), however, adds the infor-
mation that dialogue between characters was part of silent
films. Characters “spoke” to each other even though audi-
ences read captions instead of hearing spoken words. Thus
silent films indirectly used speech, making them different
from mime, which (as stated in the introduction to the two
passages) relies solely on “gesture, facial expression, and
movement.”

(A), (B), (D), and (E) are wrong because they don't deal with
a fundamental similarity between the two art forms.

I If true, (A) would not “reduce the apparent
similarity” between silent films and mime.
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I (B) and (E) are wrong because it's possible that a mime,
through gesture and movement, could act out newswor-
thy events or create characters that become famous in
their own right.

I (D) describes a side effect of silent films unrelated to
their fundamental similarity with mime.

Correct answer: (C) / Difficulty level: Hard

Short Passage

“A writer's job is to tell the truth,” said Ernest
Hemingway in 1942. No other writer of our time
had so fiercely asserted, so pugnaciously defended,
Line or so consistently exemplified the writer's obligation
5 to speak truly. His standard of truth telling remained,
moreover, so rigorous that he was ordinarily unwilling
to admit secondary evidence picked up from sources
other than his own experience. This is not to say that
he refused to invent freely. But he always made it a
10 sacrosanct point to invent in terms of what he knew
from actually having been there.

SAMPLE QUESTION

Following is a sample question about this short passage. In
the actual test, short passages are followed by two to four
questions.

7. According to the passage, Hemingway aimed to
convey through his writing

(A) an undistorted view of reality

(B) an appreciation of the creative process
(C) a readily accessible aesthetic

(D) fundamental philosophical truths

(E) strategies for writing effectively

Explanation

The passage discusses Ernest Hemingway'’s conviction
that writers should only write about what is true or real and
should base their writing on their own experience of the
world.

I The correct answer is (A) because it indicates that
Hemingway sought to communicate a truthful view of
the world.

I (B) is not correct because the passage does not indicate
that Hemingway tried to convince readers of the value of
the creative process.

I (C) and (D) are incorrect because the passage states that
Hemingway wanted to convey reality in his writing, not
an artistic vision or underlying philosophical principles.

I (E) is incorrect because the passage does not state that
Hemingway tried to provide particular strategies for
good writing.

Correct answer: (A) / Difficulty level: Medium
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practice test questions

The mathematics sections of the SAT contain three types of
questions:

I Standard five-choice multiple-choice (35 questions)

I Four-choice quantitative comparisons that emphasize
the concepts of equalities, inequalities, and estimation
(15 questions)

B Student-produced response questions that provide no
answer choices (10 questions)

Some questions are like the questions in your math text-
books. Others ask you to do original thinking and may not be
as familiar to you.

Become familiar with the directions and the reference
formulas on pages 21, 23-24, and 27, which are also in the
test book.

Acceptable Calculators
Calculators permitted during testing are:

I graphing calculators
I scientific calculators
I four-function calculators

If you use a calculator with characters that are 1 inch or
higher, or if your calculator has a raised display that might be
visible to other test takers, you will be seated at the discre-
tion of the test supervisor.

You will not be allowed to share calculators. You will be
dismissed and your scores canceled if you use your calculator
to share information during the test or to remove test ques-
tions or answers from the test room.

Unacceptable Calculators

CALCULATOR PoLicy

We recommend that you bring a calculator to use on the
math sections of the SAT. Calculator use tends to ensure that
you will not miss a question because of computation errors.
However, no questions on the test require a calculator.

Calculator Tips

1 = Bring a calcu-
lator with you, even if
you're not sure if you will
use it. Calculators will
not be available at the
test center.

2 m If you don’t
use a calculator regu-
larly, practice before
the test.

14 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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3 = All questions
can be answered
without a calculator.
No guestions require
complicated or tedious
calculations.

4 = Don’t buy an
expensive, sophisti-
cated calculator just to
take the test. Although
you can use them for the
test, a basic function cal-
culator is sufficient.

Unacceptable calculators are those that:

use paper tape

use QWERTY (typewriter-like) keypads
require an electrical outlet
“talk” or make unusual noises

are electronic writing pads, pen input devices, pocket

organizers, cell phones, or hand-held or laptop

computers

5 = Don’t try to
use a calculator on
every question. First,
decide how you will solve
the problem, and then
decide whether to use
the calculator. The calcu-
lator is meant to aid you
in problem-solving, not to
get in the way.

6 = It may help
to do scratchwork in
the test book. Get your
thoughts down before
using your calculator.

7 m Make sure your
calculator is in good work-
ing order and that batteries
are fresh. If your calculator
fails during testing, you'll
have to complete the test
without it.

8 = Take the prac-
tice test in this booklet
with a calculator at hand.
This will help you deter
mine how much you will
probably use a calculator
the day of the test.
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS CONCEPTS

Arithmetic
I applications involving computation
I data interpretation (including mean, median, and mode)

I percent
I prime numbers I odd and even numbers
I ratio and proportion 1 divisibility
Algebra
1 factoring I linear equations and
I positive integer exponents inequalities
I sequences 1 quadratic equations

I algebraic word problems B simplifying algebraic
I substitution expressions

Geometry

I area and perimeter of a polygon

I area and circumference of a circle

I volume of a box, cube, and cylinder

I Pythagorean Theorem and special properties of isosce-
les, equilateral, and right triangles
30°-60°-90° and 45°-45°-90°-triangles
properties of parallel and perpendicular lines
coordinate geometry
geometric visualization
slope
similarity

Other
I logical reasoning
I newly defined symbols based on commonly used
operations

I probability and counting

ARITHMETIC AND ALGEBRAIC CONCEPTS

Integers, Odd and Even Numbers, Prime Numbers,
Digits
I Integers: ..., -4, -3, -2, -1, 0, 1, 2, 3, 4,...
I Consecutive Integers: Integers that follow in
sequence; for example, 22, 23, 24, 25.

Consecutive integers can be more generally
represented by n, n+1, n+2, n+3,...

I Odd Numbers: ..., -9, -7, -5, -3, -1, 1, 3,5, 7, 9,...
I Even Numbers: ..., -8, -6, -4, -2, 0, 2, 4, 6, §,...

(Note: zero is an even number.)

I Prime Numbers: 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 19, ...

(Note: 1 is not a prime and 2 is the only even prime.)

I Digits: 0,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9
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Addition and Multiplication of Odd and
Even Numbers

Addition Multiplication

even + even = even even X even = even

even X odd = even

odd X odd = odd

odd + odd = even

even + odd = odd

Percent

Percent means hundredths or number out of 100.

For example, 40 percent means 40 or 0.40 or Z .

100 5
Percent Less than 100
Problem 1: If the sales tax on a $30 item is $1.80,
what is the sales tax rate?

Solution: $1.80 = % x $30

n = 6, so 6% is the sales tax rate.

Percent Greater than 100
Problem 2: What number is 250 percent of 2?
_ 250

Solution: n = 100 X 2

n =35, so 5 is the number.

Percent Less than 1
Problem 3: 3 is 0.2 percent of what number?

ion: 3202
Solution: 3 = 100 X n

n = 1,500, so 1,500 is the number.

Percent Increase/Decrease

Problem 4: If the price of a computer was decreased
from $1,000 to $750, by what percent was the price
decreased?

Solution: The price decrease is $250.

The percent decrease is the value of n in the

: 250 n
equation 17,000 ~ 100 The value of

n is 25, so the price was decreased by 25%.

increase _ N

Note: n% increase means m = m’

decrease n
n% decrease means ————— = =~
original ~ 100
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ﬂ)irections for Student-Produced Response Questions

Each of the remaining 10 questions requires you to solve the problem and enter your answer by marking the ovals
in the special grid, as shown in the examples below.

7 ) Answer: 201
Answer: 2 7/12 Answer: 2.5 Either position is correct.
Write answer —»
wmeansver )7 /) 12| 2] .15 AT
[ &) «— Fraction 2l &) @)% 2l &)
[S][e) (@] @) line OO | @D |«—Decimal [O| ||| |||
OO O OIOI© point O ®N© @ ON©
DI | @D DID|D|D DO @ | OO @D
OO0 |- @ DODD @ DD @O|IDOID
Crid in —» SO O)©) DO DD @@/@/@
result (GO O O) DOIOIO|I® @J@_\@Q O
' IO |® DI ®
OIO|I®|® OI®|®
® olaola ool Note: You may start your answers
in any column, space permitting.
@ Columns not needed should be left
[©J[O)[O)[©) DD blank.

® Mark no more than one oval in any column. ® Decimal Accuracy: If you obtain a decimal
answer,enter the most accurate value the grid
will accommodate. For example, if you obtain
an answer such as 0.6666 . . ., you should
record the result as .666 or .667. Less accurate

values such as .66 or .67 are not acceptable.

® Because the answer sheet will be machine-
scored, you will receive credit only if the ovals
are filled in correctly.

® Although not required, it is suggested that you

write your answer in the boxes at the top of the

Acceptable ways to grid = = .6666 ...

wWN

columns to help you fill in the ovals accurately.

W

® Some problems may have more than one correct

answer. In such cases, grid only one answer.

® No question has a negative answer

® Mixed numbers such as 2% must be gridded as

2.50r5/2. (If is gridded, it will be
o|le

interpreted as 2’ not 2% 2)

2

000000060 Qc~

00000006000
00000000 [N

000000060 [0
CEEEEERD

0000006[0 0o

EEEEEERINR

CEEEEEERDN
CEELEERR

FEEEEELRIS

CEEEEEND
CEEEEEND

Answer Grid Tips

5 m Check your
work if your answer
does not fit on the grid.

3 = A fraction
does not have to be
reduced unless it

2 m If the answer
is 0, grid it in column
2, 3, or 4. Zero has been

1 = Decide in
which column you want
to begin your answers

before the test starts.
This strategy saves time.
We recommend that you
grid in the first (left-hand)
column of the grid or
that you right-justify your
answers (see below).

|

000 0600[-
. 0000600
Leeeed

©eeo [0 [»

~
[}
>
s
©n
=
3

Right Justify
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omitted from column 1
to encourage you to grid
the most accurate values
for rounded answers. For
example, an answer of

% could also be gridded
as .125 but not as 0.12,
which is less accurate.

will not fit the grid.

For example, 5—5 will not
fit. You would need to

3 .
3 or .6 instead.

grid
4 m Do your best
to be certain of your
answer before you
grid it. If you erase your
answer, do so completely.
Incomplete erasures may
be picked up by the
scoring machine as
intended answers.

If you obtain a negative
value, a value greater
than 9999, or an irrational
number, you have made
an error.
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SAT I: Reasoning Test

About the
Practice Test

Take the practice test, which starts on page 35, to rein-
force your test-taking skills and to be more comfortable
when you take the SAT. This practice test will give you a
good idea of what to expect on the actual test. However,
the test you eventually take will differ in some ways. It
may, for example, contain a different number of reading
passages, and its sections may be in a different order.
Although some editions of the SAT may be slightly easier
or harder than others, statistical adjustments are made
to ensure that each score indicates the same level of
performance.

Also, this practice SAT includes only six of the seven
sections that the actual test contains. Section 5 has been
omitted on this test because it contains questions that
may be used in future editions of the SAT and because it
does not count toward the scores.

The practice test will help you most if you take it under
conditions as close as possible to those of the actual test.

FINDING YOUR SCORES

Your raw test scores are placed on the College Board scale of
200 to 800. Use the table on page 63 to find the scaled scores
that correspond to your raw scores on this edition of the SAT.

REeVIEWING YOUR PERFORMANCE

After you score your practice test, analyze your performance.
Asking yourself these questions and following the sugges-
tions can help you improve your scores:

I Did you run out of time before you finished a section?
Try to pace yourself so you will have time to answer all
the questions you can. Don't spend too much time on
any one question.

I Did you hurry and make careless mistakes? You may
have misread the question, neglected to notice the word
“except” or “best,” solved for the wrong value, or reversed
column A and column B in your mind.

I Were there questions you omitted that you might
have gotten right if you had guessed? Did you lose
points because of random guessing? Read page 4 again
to determine when guessing might be helpful.

I Did you spend too much time reading directions? You
should be familiar with the test directions so you don’t have
to spend as much time reading them when you take the
actual test.

MORE ABOUT SCORING

Your SAT answer sheet is scanned by machine and the oval
you filled in for each question is recorded on a computer
tape. Next, the computer compares the oval filled in for each
question with the correct response.

Practice Test Tips

1 m Set aside 21/,
hours of uninterrupted
time. That way you can
complete the entire test
at one sitting.

2 m Sit at a desk
or table cleared of any
other papers or books.
You won't be able to take
a dictionary, books, or
notes into the test room.

30 Taking the SAT I: Reasoning Test
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3 = Allow yourself
the specified amount of
time for each section.
Have a timer or clock in
front of you for pacing
yourself on the sections.

4 = Have a calcula-
tor at hand when you
take the math
sections. This will help
you determine how much
to use a calculator the
day of the test.

5 = Read the

instructions on page 35.
They are reprinted from
the back cover of the
test book. On test day,
you will be asked to read
them before you begin
answering questions.

6 = After you
finish, read page 63.
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